
1 
 

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
 

As the African American Quilt Guild of Oakland, we are not only celebrating 
Black History this month but the 20th anniversary of the foundation of 
AAQGO. The Guild was founded to preserve and continue the quilting 
tradition. As we know quilting in the African American community has a long 
rich heritage. African American quilting is as old as the history of African 
slaves arriving in America. From slavery to the present day, African American 
women and men have found ways to quilt, preserve the tradition and create 
new artistic quilting techniques. 

As we celebrate the 20 year history of AAQGO, let us not forget the mission of 
the Guild: 

“To preserve and continue the tradition of quilting. To promote 
fellowship among interested persons in all aspects of quilting. To 
contribute to the knowledge and appreciation of fine quilting and quilts. 
To sponsor and support quilting activities through regular meetings and 
special events.” 

This month we will hold our annual Black History Month Family Workshop. It 
is the Guild’s way of promoting the art of quilting within the larger Oakland 
and Bay Area community. On exhibit at the Family Workshop will be Guild 
members’ 20 by 20 quilts telling the story of what has transpired in the Guild, 
the community and the world since the foundation of the Guild. 

One of our anniversary projects is an AAQGO cookbook. I am encouraging 
each Guild member to submit a recipe(s) to be included in the 
commemorative cookbook. Historically food has been an important part of 
our meetings. It has been a way for us to not only engage in the joys of sharing 
quilting knowledge but a way to fellowship and share food with one another. I 
have tasted some delicious dishes. Now, it is your time to share the recipes 
you have shared at the Guild meetings. 

QUARTERLY NEWSLETTER – FEBRUARY 2020 

African American Quilt Guild of Oakland 
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As we celebrate Black History Month and the 20th anniversary of the 
foundation of the African American Quilt Guild of Oakland, let us not forget the 
words of Marcus Garvey: 

“A people without the knowledge of their past history, origin and 
culture is like a tree without roots.” 

Blessings, 
Marie dePorres Taylor 
 
 
 
 

IMPORTANT ANNOUNCEMENTS: 

February 22, 2020– Black History Month. Ann Robinson will lead 
the meeting. 

March 21, 2020 – Diablo Valley Quilters will be visiting and 
sharing this year’s opportunity quilt - Alaska, by Laundry Basket 
Quilts, Edyta Sitar designer.  Finished size=72" x 72".  Machine 
quilted by Angie Woolman Quilt Arts 

 
 
 

THE MANY BENEFITS OF GUILD MEMBERSHIP 

 Fun, friendship and fellowship 
 Workshops eliminate the need to take a lot of quilting classes 
 Someone always has an answer to any quilting related problem 
 The opportunity to show your work in a supportive and encouraging 

environment 
 Interesting speakers both from the Guild and from outside 
 Encouragement from other quilters to enter quilt shows and to submit your 

work for publication 
 Great snacks and a fun Holiday party 
 All this, for a membership fee for a year, equivalent to a night at the movies 

with popcorn and a drink! 
 



3 
 

WHAT MEMBERS LIKE BEST ABOUT OUR GUILD 

Deborah Butler I like that each one teaches one. We all learn from 
one another 

Ernie Tril Comradery and learning new skills 

Patricia Bailey Show and tell and the opportunity to see what others 
have created 

Rosita Thomas Sisterhood and inspiration 

Katie Wishom Being inspired by others creativity and the 
friendship 

Donald Foreman The creative and inventive members and the 
inspiration 

Jerry Hickey Making new friends 

Ora Clay Resources from other quilters and the willingness of 
others to share  

Faith Darling Meeting all the great people and the ideas exchanged 

Cheryl Buckley Comradery and learning 

Cynthia Coats Being surrounded by people with shared interests 
and seeing other people’s quilts 

Sue Steinhauer The comradery 

Heidi Patrick Visiting with my friends and learning new quilting 
techniques 

Marie Taylor Fellowship and learning new quilting techniques 
from members and new ideas 

Sandi Knight Community to create in 

Veronica Lofton Learning new techniques  

Evelyn Johnson The social and learning opportunities 

Carolyn Pope Community and free fabric 

Ora Clay Seeing what others have created gives me 
motivation 

Lucille Barengo As a new member, it is a pleasure to join this 
wonderfully talented group of women 

Teresa Weyand I came for the quilting and stayed for the sisterhood 
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A LOVE LETTER TO THE GUILD 
FROM NELL MAYS 

 
 

What I’ve liked most about being a member of AAQGO is the opportunity to 

have met and in some cases been tutored by the likes of internationally known 

quilters like Alice Beasley and Marion Coleman. 

I have enjoyed being able to continue dialogue with April Shipp Anue, doll 

maker, African dancer and Michigan master quilter, who designed the acclaimed 

10 X 10 foot “Strange Fruits” memorializing 5,000 lynching victims. A person who 

most recently is garnering a lot of attention as a sculptor. 

I’ve also become friends with AAQGO member and UCLA professor, Patricia 

Turner, historian and world traveler who takes Zumba classes in every city she 

visits. I have access to notices of quilt exhibits and sometimes offers to enter 

competitions all over California, South Carolina, and international shows like Pacific 

International Quilt Fest and the Houston International Quilt Show. 

I’ve also had the awesome chance to answer the call to enter a quilt and 

travel to South Africa with the Women of Color Network for an exhibit honoring 

Nelson Mandela. 

I’ve been able to meet quilters from all over the United States. There’s all 

the local and some very talented quilters that I get to view their work and “pick 

their brain” about design and construction. Maybe more importantly has been the 

ability to establish a circle of friendship, quilt exposure and knowledge beyond 

anything I ever imagined while looking at my grandmother’s “quilting bee” frame 

when I was about 10 years old. 
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Quilts at Laney College Library– February 2020 

Guild members continue to answer the call for quilts from the 
community. Here are quilts from Laney College Library show 
which is being curated by LaQuita Tummings. Kudos to all 
the talented women! 

FEBRUARY~MARCH 2020 
 

LANEY COLLEGE 
FEBRUARY-MARCH 2020 

 
 

 

 
 

KATIE WISHOM 

 
 

CATHERINE MUKAI 
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DOLORES VITERO PRESLEY 

 

 
 

ORA CLAY 
 

 

 
 

ORA CLAY 

 

 
 

ERNESTINE TRIL 
 

 
 

JULIA VITERO 

 
 

JERRY HICKEY 
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TERESA WEYAND 

 

 
 

MADLYN JONES 
 

 
 

NELL MAYS 

 
 

NELL MAYS 
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LA QUITA TUMMINGS 

 

 
 

NORMA MASON 
 

 
 

MARCELL JOHNSON 

 
 

ORA CLAY 
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MADLYN JONES 

 

 
ERNESTINE TRIL 

 

 
 

DOLORES VITERO PRESLEY 

 

 
 

JULIA VITERO 
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CYNTHIA COATS 

 

 
 

ROSITA THOMAS 

 

 
 

LORETTA HENRY AND FRANCES PORTER 

 

 
 

EVELYN JOHNSON AND CAROLYN POPE 
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SEW N SEWS 

The Sew n Sews are a mini-group of some of our members who present 
quilts at various venues and give each other quilt challenges. Here they are at the 
San Francisco Foundation offices at an artist reception. 

 

                     

Four of the exhibitors with curator 

 

               

 DOLORES PRESLEY and CAROLYN POPE 
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ENDANGERED SPECIES  

Teresa Weyand is honored to have two quilts included 
in Donna Marcincowski DeSoto (Teresa’s best friend from 
high school in Hawaii) recent book, “Inspired by 
Endangered Species” published by Schiffer. The 
Endangered Species quilts have been shown at 
International Quilt Show in Houston and at the Library of 
Congress. Here are Teresa’s quilts representing Hector’s 

Dolphin and Lord Howe Stick Insects.  
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I Am AAQGO – Faith Darling 

 

Name Faith Darling 

Age(ish) 76 

Occupation Retired income tax preparer 

Where I was born Richmond, Indiana 

Town in which I currently live Oakland, CA 

How long I've lived in Oakland 45 years minus 11 years in SF 

What I like most about Oakland Diversity, lots of art and creativity 

Favorite place to take friends when 
they come to visit 

Asian Museum in SF, ferry boat ride 
across the bay 

The people who mean the most to 
me 

My sweet family and friends, but I 
like lots of different kinds of people 

A Key event in my life and the impact 
it had on me 

Becoming a mother at a too-early age 
taught me so much and I’m still 
learning! 

Hobbies Quilting, writing, reading, traveling 



14 
 

Name Faith Darling 

Favorite Sports Team Oakland A’s-what else? 

Sports I enjoy Walking 

Pet(s) None, I just talk to myself 

Favorite Food/dessert Anything chocolate 

One thing I want to accomplish while 
I am able 

Have my out-of-town family at my 
house this year for Christmas, maybe 
go back to Japan some day. 

I "give back" by volunteering with I teach a Sat. a.m. class for people 
who want to take the U.S. citizenship 
exam and I volunteer at the 
Downtown Oakland Senior Ctr. 

Favorite vacation destination Any place with hiking and walking 

What I like most about quilting Playing with fabric and colors, trying 
new techniques, meeting new friends 

One thing I want to accomplish in 
quilting 

Keep it fun and not turn it into a 
“job”, and make a full-size quilt 

How AAQGO has made me a better 
quilter 

As a beginner, learning new tips and 
techniques, making new friends; I am 
loving it.  

Other information you would like to 
share 

I began quilting in early 2019 after 
wanting to my whole life.  I am so 
pleased to have found a quilting 
community, and am enjoying it 
tremendously.  Quilting has made me 
look at the whole world as a 
potential quilt design and awakened 
a new sense of the importance and 
pleasure of art in my life. 
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I AM AAQGO – Marisa Brown 

 
 

Name Marisa Brown 
Age(ish) 42 
Occupation Science teacher 
Where I was born San Francisco 
Town in which I currently live Oakland 
How long I've lived in Oakland 25 years 
What I like most about Oakland Lake Merritt 
Favorite place to take friends when 
they come to visit 

Hiking near Chabot Space and Science 
Center 

The people who mean the most to me My family—my mom, daughter, sister, 
brother 

A Key event in my life and the impact it 
had on me 

Becoming a teacher really gave me a 
purpose in life 

Hobbies Hiking, travelling, quilting 
Favorite Sports Team SF 49ers/Warriors 
Sports I enjoy Football, basketball, soccer 
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Pet(s) 2 dogs—Lily and Dewey 
Favorite Food/dessert Chocolate cake 
One thing I want to accomplish while I 
am able 

Make a quilt that I design 

I "give back" by volunteering with Sharon’s wings of love 
Favorite vacation destination Costa Rica 
What I like most about quilting It relaxes me and makes me feel good. 
One thing I want to accomplish in 
quilting 

Making a baby quilt 

How AAQGO has made me a better 
quilter 

I appreciate sharing tips and watching 
other people work. 

Other information you would like to 
share 

I really enjoy coming to the quilting 
group. 

 

THANK YOU TO THE GUILD FROM AMADOR VALLEY 
QUILTERS FOR 150 PLACEMATS FOR MEALS ON WHEELS 
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THANK YOU TO THE GUILD FROM SUTTER MEDICAL 
CENTER FOUNDATION FOR QUILTS DONATED TO AUCTION
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THANK YOU TO THE GUILD FROM HIGHLAND HOSPITAL 
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THANK YOU FROM CALICO
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NEW MEMBERS AND RETURNING MEMBERS 

WELCOME!!!!! 

Marisa Brown 

Deborah Butler 

Renea Rambo 

SUNSHINE AND SHADOW 
Our positive thoughts and prayers to Dolores Presley and Felecia Germany 
and all other members who are facing challenges. 
 
Teresa Weyand’s family is pleased to announce that their youngest son, Luke 
will begin matriculating at Saint Mary’s University in Moraga February 2020. 
Luke is planning to be a Special Education teacher. 

 

 

BIRTHDAYS! 

February March April 
Renea Rambo – 14 
Theodora Adkins – 17 
Catherine Mukai – 20 
Danielle Forestier 

Cynthia Coats – 6 
Betty Ubiles – 14 
Carolyn Walker – 14 
Sandra Oby – 16 
Helen Anderson – 26 

Dolores Vitero Presley – 5 
Benita Jones – 10 
Amal Johnson – 11 
Anita Carse – 17 
Katie Wishom – 17 
Faith Darling – 20 
Sandra Sweeting-Hall – 20 
Susie Faye Patrick – 22 
Marcell Johnson – 26 
Loretta Cohen – 28 
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Let’s Get COOKING! 

We’re putting the icing on our cookbook and want to 
make ONE LAST CALL FOR RECIPES. We want your 

recipes! 

Please send your recipes for main dishes, appetizers, 
side dishes and salads, beverages, and desserts to 
Catherine Mukai at catmukai@gmail.com. Time is 

running out! 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
March 21 - 22 
Voices in Cloth 
East Bay Heritage Quilters 
Craneway Pavilion 
Richmond, CA 
www.ebhq.org/quilt-shows/vic2020 

April 3 - 4 
Share the Joy of Quilting 
Foothill Quilters Guild 38th Annual Show 
Parkside Church & ARD Regional Park 
Auburn, CA 
www.foothillquilters.org 

April 29 - June 19 
Sankofa 
North Charleston Cultural Arts Department 
14th Annual African American Fiber Art Exhibit 
North Charleston City Hall 
North Charleston, SC 
NorthCharlestonCulturalArtsDepartment.Slideroom.com 

June 6 - 7 
Every Quilt is a Story 
Carson Valley Quilt Guild 
Douglas County Community & Senior 
Center 
Gardnerville, NV 
www.quiltshow.cvqg.com 

July 9-11: Quilt Festival Long Beach 
Long Beach Convention Center, 300 East Ocean Blvd., Long Beach, CA 90802 
http://www.quilts.com/quilt-festival-long-beach.html 

 

Quilting Sistah News accepts classified ads 
pertaining to quilting and/or sewing from our 
members. The cost is $5 for a scan of your 
business card or an ad of 25 words or less. Your 
ad will be published one time only in the 
quarterly newsletter 

JUST A REMINDER - Our email address - 
aaqgoakland@gmail.com - is to be used for Guild 
business only. Names and addresses are not to be 
shared with other organizations or businesses.  
Please use your roster to contact individuals in 
the Guild. 
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OFFICERS AND BOARD MEMBERS 

September 1, 2018- August 31, 2020 

Officers and committee chairpersons can be reached at aaqgo@gmail.com or  

PO Box 31834, Oakland, CA  94604 

 

OFFICERS  
President Marie dePorres Taylor 
Vice President Teresa Weyand 
Secretary Rosita Thomas 
Treasurer Dolores Vitero Presley 
Historian Donald Foreman 
COMMITTEE CHAIRPERSONS  
Black History Month  
Family Workshop 

Ann Robinson 

Education Ernestine Tril 
Exhibits LaQuita Tummings 
Membership Loretta Henry, 

Catherine Mukai 
Newsletter Teresa Weyand 
Sunshine Evelyn Johnson 
Website Ann Robinson 
Worthy Causes Felecia Germany 
SUSPENDED OFFICERS AND 
COMMITTEES FOR 2018-2020 

 

Parliamentarian  

Library  

Opportunity Quilt  

Publicity  

Retreat  
 

 

MEMBERSHIP: Membership shall be open to anyone interested in the purpose 
and objectives of this Guild, and payment of annual dues. No discrimination 
shall be made with regard to race, color, creed, or national origin. 

A Publicly supported organization – 509 (a) (3) – Federal ID No. 91-2100443 


