
�1

QUILTING SISTAH NEWS 
African American Quilt Guild of Oakland

Q U A R T E R L Y  N E W S L E T T E R

A
u g  ’

1 6

African American Quilt 
Guild of Oakland 

P.O. Box 31834 
Oakland, CA  94604 

www.aaqgo.org 
email:  

aaqgoakland@gmail.com

Our Guild Meeting is the 
4th Saturday each 

Month
AAQGO 2016 Retreat

We all had great fun at this year’s retreat in Danville, CA!  18 guild members 
showed up on Friday to sew and have a lot of fun!  This is Ann Robinson’s 10th 
year as our hostess and party planner. She did not disappoint!  Some people 
worked on the 2 mystery quilts, others brought their own projects.  We did 
several quick projects including a scissor holder, a cell phone holder, handmade 
greeting cards, covered notebooks and a coupon card holder out of Kraft-text 
(paper that acts like fabric).  We all left with new friends, new skills, and 
wonderful gifts from the crazy games we played!  Ann is in search of an 
enthusiastic person to take over her hostess role, please contact Ann or Marie if 
you are interested!  Until next year…  Kyla

http://www.aaqgo.org
mailto:aaqgoakland@gmail.com?subject=
http://www.aaqgo.org
mailto:aaqgoakland@gmail.com?subject=
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PRESIDENT'S	MESSAGE 

At	our	July	23rd	general	mee2ng,	elec2ons	for	our	AAQGO	officers	for	2016	-	2018	were	held.		
The	elec2on	results	were	as	follows:	

President:		Marie	de	Porres	Taylor		 Treasurer:		Dolores	Vitero	Presley 
Vice	President:		Ann	Robinson	 	 	 Parliamentarian:		Rev.	FranCione 
Secretary:		Rosita	Thomas	 	 	 Historian:		Donald	Foreman 

As	you	know	our	board	is	made	up	of	elected	persons	as	well	as	appointed	chairs	of	our	
various	standing	commiSees.		Included	in	this	newsleSer	are	names	of	all	of	our	elected		
AAQGO	Board	members.		I	am	grateful	to	our	elected	officers	who	are	con2nuing	in	their	roles.		
Without	their	dedica2on	to	the	mission	of	AAQGO,	our	organiza2on	would	not	be	as	vibrant	as	
it	is.		I	would	like	to	thank	Marilyn	Handis	for	her	hard	work	as	our	parliamentarian	and	
welcome	Rev.	FranCione	as	our	new	parliamentarian.		We	have	new	members	that	will	be	
stepping	up	to	chair	many	of	our	commiSees.		I	am	truly	grateful	to	our	commiSee	chairs.		In	
our	next	newsleSer	I	will	be	singing	the	praises	of	both	our	former	commiSee	chairs	and	our	
new	commiSee	chairs. 

It	is	important	in	any	organiza2on	to	have	members	who	will	"step	up	to	the	plate"	and	serve	
in	a	leadership	capacity.		In	order	for	the	African	American	Quilt	Guild	of	Oakland	to	be	alive	
and	grow,	we	must	have	members	willing	to	work	to	keep	our	organiza2on	alive	and	well.		We	
have	seen	tremendous	growth	in	our	membership	this	year	and	I	want	to	see	us	as	an	
organiza2on	to	thrive	by	having	all	of	our	membership	sharing	their	giZs	with	our	organiza2on. 

On	a	personal	level,	I	want	to	thank	you	for	elec2ng	me	as	your	President.		With	your	help,		I	
want	to	see	AAQGO	soar	into	our	new	year;	challenging	our	quil2ng	skills	into	even	beSer	
works	of	art.		I	want	AAQGO	to	be	a	welcoming	organiza2on	that	greets	new	members	with	
warmth	and	openness;	where	we	meet	each	other	at	whatever	our	quil2ng	skills	are	and	
together	move	our	skills	to	greater	heights.		In	order	for	this	welcoming	community	to	happen	
each	and	every	member	must	take	an	ac2ve	role	in	the	organiza2on.		I	am	coun2ng	on	every	
member	to	assist	in	making	the	African	American	Quilt	Guild	of	Oakland	even	beSer	in	the	
years	of	2016	to	2018! 

Blessings,	

Marie de Porres Taylor 
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BACK	TO	BASICS	
	
Thanks	to	all	for	attending	my	three	part	Back	to	Basic	Workshops.		I	hope	you	found	it	
beneficial.		What	I	discovered	is	that	there	is	always	a	need	to	learn.			
	
I	know	I	went	over	a	lot	of	items,	but	remember	to	practice,	practice,	practice,	it	does	not	
come	over	night.		
	

• Learn	your	tools	
• Practice	safe	cutting	
• Practice	¼"	seam	allowance	
• Practice	pressing	vs.	ironing	
• Practice	squaring	
• Be	consistent	
• Enjoy	your	results	

	
I	learned	the	basics	from	a	great	teacher,	but	today	I	get	most	of	my	new	tips	from	the	
internet	(You-tube,	Pinterest,	Google,	etc.)	and	from	other	quilters.		When	time	permits	reach	
out	to	your	fellow	quilter.		We	all	do	things	our	way,	but	always		with	the	basics	in	the	back	of	
our	minds!		Find	a	buddy.		Working	with	others	will	keep	you	sewing	and	learning.	
	
Other	than	your	Guild	meetings,	attend	quilt	shows	and	exhibits	and	visit	quilt	shops,	where	
you	can	see	other	items	and	experience	other	quilters.		The	one	thing	I’ve	learned	in	my	16	
plus	years	is	that	quilters	are	alright,	and	very	helpful!		All	you	have	to	do	is	ask.		All	questions	
are	good	questions!			
	
I	challenge	each	of	us	to	stay	motivated.		Use	your		Guild	to	be	the	best	you	can	be.		
	

Ann Robinson 
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DO	YOU	JUST	BELONG	
	

Are	you	an	active	member	
the	kind	that	you	would	be	missed?	

Or	are	you	just	contented	
that	your	name	is	on	the	list?	

	
Do	you	attend	the	meetings	and	

mingle	with	the	flock?	
Or	do	you	just	stay	at	home	

to	criticize	and	knock?	
	

Do	you	take	an	active	part	
to	help	the	work	along?	
Or	are	you	satisfied	
to	only	just	belong?	

	
Do	you	work	with	your	committee	

and	get	right	in	the	mix?	
Or	leave	the	work	to	just	a	few	
and	talk	about	the	"CLIQUES?"	

	
Think	this	over	MEMBER-_____	
You	know	right	from	wrong?	
Are	you	an	active	member	
Or	DO	YOU	JUST	BELONG	

	
Author Unknown 

 
 
 

Our	new	fiscal	year	will	begin	on	September	1,	2016.	This	means	it	is	time	to	start	or	renew	
your	membership.	Membership	applications	will	be	available	at	the	August	meeting	or	you	can	
download	the	form	from	our	website.	
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FROM	OUR	QUILT	SHOW	CHAIRPERSON	

	

After	an	exciting	two	plus	year	term	as	your	Quilt	Show	Chair,	I	want	to	thank	you	all	for	your	
participation	in	this	ground	breaking	exhibit.		The	foundation	of	the	exhibit	rests	with	team	
members	Marie	Taylor,	Dolores	Presley	and	Marsha	Carter.	
	
We	are	indebted		to	our	fiscal	sponsors,	Alliance	for	California	Traditional	Arts,	the	Clorox	
Company	Foundation,	Alameda	County	Arts	Commission	and	Hoffman	Fabrics		and	our	venue	
sponsors	City	of	Oakland,	Laney	College,	Joyce	Gordon	Gallery,	Women's	Cancer	Resource	
Center,	Alameda	County	Arts	Commission	and	California	Humanities	for	helping	to	make	this	
show	possible.		As	we	moved	into	the	exhibition	phase,	the	project	would	not	have	flourished	
without	our	webmaster,	Ann	Robinson	and	our	guild	secretary	Rosita	Thomas	who	served	as	
chief	proof	reader.		Outside	support	came	from	our	photographer	and	consultant,	Eric	
Murphy,	our	quilt	preparation	master,	Nyls	Jongewaard	and	a	number	of	community	members	
who	helped		hang	the	quilts	at	various	venues.	
	
Equally	important	to	the	success	of	the	exhibit	were	the	community	workshop	leaders	that	
included	Marsha	Carter,	Ora	Clay,		Amal	Johnson,	Ora	Knowell,	Niambi	Kee,	Suzi	Taylor,	Jackie	
Houston,	Frances	Porter,	FranCione,	Carole	Rogers,	Dolores	Presley,	Julia	Vitero,	Nell	Mays	and	
Norma	Mason.		If	you	helped	without	catalog,	thank	you	too!	
	
To	all	of	the	Guild	members	who	stepped	out	of	their	comfort	zones,	researched,	designed,	
created,	explored,	pieced	and	quilted	their	way	to	very	successful	quilt	show,	you	have	my	
deepest	respect	and	thanks.		Your	efforts	made	the	2016	show	a	memorable	one	for	us	all.		

	Thank	you!	

Marion Coleman 

 
Firestorm	-	(c)	Marion	Coleman	
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ALAMEDA	COUNTY	SUPERVISOR	KEITH	CARSON,	
THE	ALAMEDA	COUNTY	ART	COMMISSION,	AND	

AAQGO	RECEPTION	
MAY	31,	2016	
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JUST	A	REMINDER	-	Our	email	address	-		aaqgoakland@gmail.com	-		is	to	be	
used	for	Guild	business	only.		Names	and	addresses	are	not	to	be	shared	with	
other	organiza2ons	or	businesses.		Please	use	your	roster	to	contact	individuals	
in	the	Guild.		The	Guild	will	no	longer	forward	your	messages.		Feel	free	to	print	
out	informa2on	the	you	want	to	share	and	give	to	our	Resource	Librarian	at	each	
mee2ng.
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September	17	-	18	
Quilts	and	Threads	Show	
Sierra	Quilt	Guild,	Sierra	Needle	Ar2sts	
and	Mother	Lode	Weavers	and	Spinners	
Sonora,	CA	

October	1	-	2	
Golden	Threads	
Mother	Lode	Quilters'	Guild	
SuSer	Creek	Community	Center	
SuSer	Creek,	CA	
www.mlqgsuSercreek.org	

October	1	-	2	
15th	Annual	Falling	Leaves	Quilt	Show	
Ladies	of	the	Lake	Quilt	Guild	
Lakeport,	CA	
www.llqg.org	

October	13	-	16	
Pacific	Interna2onal	Quilt	Fes2val	
Santa	Clara	Conven2on	Center	
San	Clara,	CA	
www.quilfest.com	

November	4	-	6	
Sacramento	Art	Fes2val	
Sacramento	Conven2on	Center	
Sacramento,	CA	
hSp://www.sacartsfest.com/
printcoupon.html	

December	2	-	4	
Ar2factory	Holiday	Fair	
Palo	Alto,	CA	
hSp://www.ar2factoryholidayfair.com/	

December	17	-	19	
KPFA	Holiday	Fair	
Craneway	Pavillion	
Richmond,	CA	

April	22	-	23,	2017	
Colors	of	the	Vineyard	
Amador	Valley	Quilters	
Robert	Livermore	Community	Center,	
Livermore,	CA	
www.amadorvalleyquilters.org	

August	1	-	31,	2017	
THE	AFRICAN	AMERICAN	ODYSSEY:		
Enslavement,	EmancipaLon,	
SegregaLon	(Jim	Crow),	IntegraLon,	
DiscriminaLon,	Civil	Rights,	
AssimilaLon,	Freedom	of	Choice.	
Folk	Art	Sisters	of	Sacramento	(FASS)	
Brickyard	Gallery	and	Art	Complex	
Sacramento,	CA	

LOCAL	EVENTS	
May	27	-	August	12	
NEIGHBORHOODS	COMING	
TOGETHER:	QUILTS	AROUND	
OAKLAND,	Board	of	Supervisors	
Gallery,	Alameda	County	
AdministraKon	Building	
1221	Oak	Street,	Oakland	

August	1	-	31	
Quilt	Exhibit:Recent	Work	by	Fern	
Royce	
Sweet	Adeline	Bakeshop	
3350	Adeline	St		Berkeley,	CA	
www.fernroycequil2ng.com	

August	2	-	September	30	
RED,	WHITE	AND	BLUE	
Lakeview	Library	
550	El	Embarcadero	Oakland,	CA	

August	22	-	October	27	
NEIGHBORHOODS	COMING	
TOGETHER:	
QUILTS	AROUND	OAKLAND	
Highland	Health	Care	Pavilion	
1411	E	31st	Street	Oakland,	CA	

August	22		-	TBA	
NEIGHBORHOODS	COMING	
TOGETHER:	
QUILTS	AROUND	OAKLAND	
California	HumaniUes	Gallery	
538	9th	Street,	Suite	210	Oakland,	CA	

August		27	-	28	
Harvest	on	the	Delta	
Delta	Quilters	Guild	
24th	Annual	Quilt	Show	
Brentwood	Community	Center	
www.deltaquilters.org	

September	3	-	5	
Kings	Mountain	Art	Fair	
Woodside,	CA	

August	29	-	September	8	
10	Day	Quilt	n'	Cruise	Alaska	
Pams	Path	to	Travel,	
terry@pamstravel.net	
650.773.5756	

September	10	
Quilts	by	the	Sea	
Half	Moon	Bay	Piecemakers	by	the	Sea	
LDS	Church	Cultural	Hall	
Moss	Beach,	CA	
Piecemakers-by-the-sea.com	

Birthdays! 

August	
Pat	Bailey	

Evelyn	Johnson	
Niambi	Kee	
Nell	Mays	

Karla	Robinson	

September	
Carol	Pancho	Ash	
Flo		Davis-Warner	
Donald	Foreman	

Zondra	Kilpatrick	Mar2n	
Ernes2ne	Tril	

LaQuita	Tummings	

October	
Blanche	Brown	

Ora	Clay	
Marion	Coleman	
Marilyn	Handis	
Nickcolyer	Hills	
Louise	Jackson	
Kyla	Laffoon	
Heidi	Patrick	

Guild Member BUZZ!

SUNSHINE AND 
SHADOWS  

Our	posi2ve	thoughts	and	
prayers	to	all	members	and	their	
families	facing	health	challenges.			

Our	condolences	to	the	family	of		
Barbara	Fuston	on	the	loss	of	her	
Mother	and	AAQGO	member	
Lovenia	Fuston.		

Our	condolences	to	the	family	of	
Alice	Beasley		on	the	loss	of	her	
husband.	

Congratula2ons	to	Ann	
Robinson,	a	finalist	in	
Cherrywood	Hand	Dyed	Fabrics	
Lion	King	Challenge.			She	will	be	
no2fied	mid	August	if	her	entry	
will	become	a	part	of	the	
traveling	display.			

Congratula2ons	to	our	youngest	
member,	Jamie	Gladney-Presley,		
on	her	gradua2on	from	San	
Leandro	High	School	-	Academy	
of	Media.			

http://www.deltaquilters.org
http://www.mlqgsuttercreek.org
http://www.llqg.org
http://www.quiltfest.com
http://www.sacartsfest.com/printcoupon.html%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
http://www.artifactoryholidayfair.com/%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
http://www.mlqgsuttercreek.org
http://www.llqg.org
http://www.quiltfest.com
http://www.sacartsfest.com/printcoupon.html%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
http://www.artifactoryholidayfair.com/%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
http://www.deltaquilters.org
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Neighborhood	Coming	Together:	Quilts	Around	Oakland		

	

	

	

Members	and	Supporters,	

If	you	were	unable	to	visit	our	city-wide	displays	and	are	interested	in	purchasing	the	catalog	

of	our	"Neighborhood	Coming	Together:	Quilts	Around	Oakland"	exhibition	as	seen	in	the	New	
York	Times	on	February	2,	2016	http://www.nytimes.com/2016/02/03/arts/design/quilts-

with-a-sense-of-place-stitched-in-oakland.html,	the	catalog	is	now	available.		The	cost	to	

members	is	$20	plus	$5.95	shipping	and	handling	and	to	our	supporters		$25	plus	$5.95	

shipping	and	handling.		Additionally,	catalogs	will	be	available	for	purchase	at	our	monthly	

meeting.	

“Neighborhoods	Coming	Together:	Quilts	Around	Oakland,”		is	a		60+	page,	full-color	catalog	of	
quilts	exhibited	city-wide	during	2015-16	in	Oakland,	California,	by	the	African	American	Quilt	

Guild	of	Oakland.		It	includes	color	photos	of	quilts	by	Guild	and	community	members,	as	well	

as	facts	about	each	quilt	and	the	artist’s	statement	and	inspiration.	
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THE	HARDEST	WORKING	MALE	IN	AAQGO	
	

	
DONALD	FOREMAN	

	
Teaching	moments:	

	 	 	 	
	 	
Working	moments:	 	 	 	 	 Learning	moments:	

	 	 	 	 	
	
Creative	moments:	

		 	 	 	 	 	
Hattie	Lee's	Star	 	 	 	 Quilter's	Quest	2012	 	 	 Jelly	Roll	Rookie	
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Who is who?  
and what is what?

MEMBERSHIP:   
Membership shall be open to anyone 

interested in the purpose and objectives of 
this Guild, and payment  

of annual dues.  No discrimination  
shall be made with regard to race, color, 

creed, or national origin.

2016 -  2018 Off icer s and  
Board Members

President Marie dePorres Taylor

Vice President Ann Robinson

Secretary Rosita Thomas

Treasurer Dolores Vitero Presley

Historian Donald Foreman

Parliamentarian FranCione

Founder Esther Pancho

Education Deborah Salmon

Exhibits Julia Vitero

Library Shyrrl Spann-Hancock

Membership Suzi Taylor

Newsletter Dolores Vitero Presley

NCQC Liaison Ernie Tril

Opportunity Quilt Vacant

Publicity Vacant

Quilt Show Marion Coleman

Sunshine Evelyn Johnson

Website Ann Robinson

Worthy Causes Felicia Germany

Officers and Board Members  

can be reached at: 

aaqgoakland@gmail.com 
or  www.aaqgo.org or  PO Box 31834 

Oakland, CA  94604 
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African American Quilt 
Guild of Oakland 

P.O. Box 31834 
Oakland, CA  94604 

www.aaqgo.org 
aaqgoakland@gmail.com

QUILTING SISTAH NEWS 
African American Quilt Guild of Oakland

P.O. Box 31834 
Oakland, CA  94604

Next Meeting 
Saturday,  August 27, 2016   

1 p.m. - 3 p.m. 
West Oakland Library 
1801 Adeline Street 
Oakland CA 94607 

Visit our website: 
http://www.aaqgo.org

Qui l t ing S istah News

http://www.aaqgo.org
mailto:aaqgoakland@gmail.com
http://www.aaqgo.org
http://www.aaqgo.org
http://www.aaqgo.org
mailto:aaqgoakland@gmail.com

